
Speaker Biographies
Greg Lukianoff is the president of FIRE and has been with FIRE since 2001, when he was hired to be the organization's first director of legal and public advocacy. He is a graduate of American University and of Stanford Law School, where he focused on First Amendment and constitutional law. Lukianoff has published articles in the LA Times, The Boston Globe, The Stanford Technology Law Review, The Chronicle of Higher Education, Fraternal Law, Inside Higher Ed, the New York Post, and numerous other publications. He is a blogger for the Huffington Post and served as a regular columnist for the Daily Journal of Los Angeles and San Francisco. Lukianoff is a frequent guest on local and national syndicated radio programs, has represented FIRE on national television shows-including CBS Evening News, The O'Reilly Factor, Glenn Beck, The Abrams Report, Hannity and Colmes, and Buchanan and Press-and has testified before the U.S. Senate about free speech issues on America's campuses.

Before joining FIRE, Lukianoff practiced law in Northern California, interned at the ACLU of Northern California and the Organization for Aid to Refugees in Prague, Czech Republic, and was the development manager of the EnvironMentors Project in Washington, D.C. Lukianoff, along with Harvey A. Silverglate and David French, is a co-author of FIRE's Guide to Free Speech on Campus. FIRE has distributed over 16,000 hard copies of the Guide and the Guide has been downloaded in its entirety 85,000 times from FIRE’s website. Greg is also a proud member of the board of directors of Philadelphia's Theater Exile and lives in New York City.

Daphne Patai is a professor in the Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. She is the author and editor of twelve books including Rediscovering Forgotten Radicals: British Women Writers 1889-1939 (1993, co-edited with Angela Ingram), and Heterophobia: Sexual Harassment and the Future of Feminism (1998). Her 1994 critique of women’s studies programs, written with Noretta Koertge, was reissued in a new and expanded edition in 2003 as Professing Feminism: Education and Indoctrination in Women's Studies. 

 

Long concerned about the attack on free speech on American campuses, Patai has been involved with FIRE since its inception. Years in the academic world (including ten years spent in a Women’s Studies program) have alerted her to the dangers of politicizing education. Her articles on these and other problems in higher education have appeared in The Chronicle of Higher Education. 
 

Patai’s most recent book is a collection of her essays and entitled ‘What Price Utopia?’: Essays on Ideological Policing, Feminism, and Academic Affairs (2008).
Harvey Silverglate is the co-founder and chairman of FIRE. He was born in New York (1942) and was educated at Bogota (N.J.) High School (1960), Princeton University (1964), and Harvard Law School (1967).

As Counsel to Boston’s Good & Cormier, Silverglate specializes in criminal defense, civil liberties, and academic freedom/student rights law. He has assisted students in trouble since 1969, when he represented student anti-war protesters on trial. He has taught at Cambridge Rindge & Latin School (a public secondary school), the University of Massachusetts College III (in Boston), and Harvard Law School. Silverglate has also served on the Board of the ACLU of Massachusetts for over three decades, including two terms as Board president. He is a long-time affiliate of Harvard College’s Dunster House, where he conducts student “law tables.”

A regular columnist for The Boston Phoenix, Silverglate has been published in The National Law Journal, Inc. magazine, The Wall Street Journal, The Boston Globe, The Boston Herald, The Philadelphia Inquirer, Harvard Law Review, The New York Times Book Review, Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review, Media Studies Journal, Cato Journal, Wilson Quarterly, The Chronicle of Higher Education, Reason magazine, and elsewhere. Silverglate is also the author of The Shadow University (with Alan Charles Kors, 1998) and Three Felonies a Day: How the Feds Target the Innocent (2009).
Silverglate chaired the Independent Privacy Board of Predictive Networks, Inc., from 2000 until 2002. Earlier, he was litigation counsel for the Electronic Frontier Foundation, advocating freedom in cyberspace.

Silverglate lives with his wife, portrait photographer Elsa Dorfman, in Cambridge. Their son, Isaac, lives in Manhattan.

Gregory S. Baylor serves as senior legal counsel with the Alliance Defense Fund at its Washington, D.C., office, where he litigates cases to protect the rights of students, faculty, and staff at public colleges and universities across the nation. Since joining ADF in 2009, Baylor has concentrated his litigation efforts on defending and reclaiming the religious liberties of individuals enrolled and employed at public colleges. He also plays an integral role in defending religious freedom at private educational institutions. Baylor earned his J.D. in 1990 at Duke University School of Law, where he graduated with High Honors. After graduation, Baylor clerked for Judge Jerry E. Smith in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit in Houston, Texas. Prior to joining ADF, he served as director with the CLS Center for Law & Religious Freedom in Springfield, Virginia, where he defended religious liberty since 1994. Baylor graduated cum laude in 1987 from Dartmouth College, where he received his B.A. in English. He lives with his wife and their two daughters in Vienna, Virginia. 
Adam Kissel is Director of FIRE’s Individual Rights Defense Program. He graduated from Harvard University and from the University of Chicago, where he served as Student Liaison to the Board of Trustees and earned a master’s degree from the Committee on Social Thought. His academic interests include the history and theory of liberal education, the history and theory of rhetoric, and rhetoric’s relationship with philosophy. He also has served as a professional editor for Nobel laureate James Heckman and for faculty in a variety of disciplines. Before joining FIRE, Adam was a director of the Lehrman American Studies Center and the Jack Miller Center for the Teaching of America's Founding Principles. With Sharon Browne he wrote a Faculty Rights Handbook in 2007. Since joining FIRE, he has spoken about individual rights on college campuses in Colorado, Indiana, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Wisconsin, New York, North Carolina, California, Virginia, and the District of Columbia. In 2009, he won a First Prize in education reporting from the National Education Writers Association.
Will Creeley is the Director of Legal and Public Advocacy for FIRE.  A native of Buffalo, N.Y., graduated from New York University’s Gallatin School of Individualized Study in 2003, where he earned a B.A. magna cum laude in political science and critical theory. He is also a 2006 graduate of the New York University School of Law. As an undergraduate, William was a student senator and the graduation speaker for both the Gallatin School graduation ceremony and the All-University Commencement. During law school, he served as an executive editor for the New York University Law Review. A former FIRE legal intern (2004), William also worked as a summer clerk for Federal Communications Commissioner Michael J. Copps in 2005.

Samantha Harris is the Director of Speech Code Research for FIRE.  Harris, a Philadelphia native, graduated from the University of Pennsylvania Law School and from Princeton University, where she earned an A.B. magna cum laude in politics. As an undergraduate, she completed a senior thesis that analyzed the constitutional implications of former Mayor Rudolph Giuliani’s quality-of-life initiative in New York City. During law school, she served on the editorial board of the Journal of Constitutional Law. Before joining FIRE, Harris clerked for the late Honorable Jay C. Waldman of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, and most recently was an associate at the law firm of Pepper Hamilton in Philadelphia.
Azhar Majeed, a native of Grosse Pointe, Michigan, received a B.A. in Political Science with a minor in History from the University of Michigan in 2004. He is also a 2007 graduate of the University of Michigan Law School. As an undergraduate, his academic interests included comparative constitutional law and political philosophy, particularly from the time period of the Enlightenment. During law school, Azhar represented the University of Michigan at the 2006 Tulane International Moot Court competition. Azhar was one of FIRE's inaugural Robert H. Jackson Legal Fellows and was also a FIRE legal intern in 2005.
Robert Shibley is FIRE's Vice President.  A native of Toledo, Ohio, Robert is a graduate of Duke University and Duke University School of Law. Robert's undergraduate experience serving as the managing editor of the Duke Review newspaper, which frequently decried (and faced) administrative censorship and bias, led him to a career defending the rights of college and university students and faculty members. Since starting at FIRE in 2003, Robert has aided students and faculty members at dozens of colleges and universities. As Vice President, along with traveling to various campuses to speak about First Amendment issues, Robert has represented FIRE publicly in both national and international radio interviews and published editorials in the New York Post, Providence Journal, Daily Oklahoman, and other newspapers. He is also a member of the board of Valley Christian School in Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania.

Jonathan Rauch is a correspondent for The Atlantic Monthly and a senior writer and columnist for National Journal, as well as a writer-in-residence at the Brookings Institution. He is the author of several books on public policy, culture, and economics. In Kindly Inquisitors: The New Attacks on Free Thought (1993), he argues against attempted censorship by disparate groups—fundamentalists, egalitarians, and humanitarians—and advocates the preservation of liberal inquiry and debate. His most recent work is Gay Marriage: Why It Is Good for Gays, Good for Straights, and Good for America (2004). Rauch is a summa cum laude graduate of Yale University, where he studied history. 
Luke Sheahan is Director of the Campus Freedom Network. He graduated cum laude from the Honors College at Oregon State University, where he studied political science. For three years he served as executive editor and publisher of The Liberty, an independent commentary paper at Oregon State. During his time at Oregon State, Luke held executive positions and chairmanships in a number of student organizations as well as memberships in the National Society of Collegiate Scholars, Golden Key Honor Society, and Alpha Lambda Delta Honors Society. He was a 2005-2006 recipient of the Ronald Reagan Future Leaders Scholarship and he was a student panelist at the Conservative Political Action Conference in February 2006. Luke was a FIRE summer intern in 2005. Since starting at FIRE, Luke has spoken at numerous universities about FIRE’s mission and work..

Joe Stramowski has been a disciple of narrative story and the moving image for as long as he can remember and a proponent of free-speech since the first time he heard the word “inappropriate.”

A 2005 Graduate of Hofstra University, Stramowski has since worked as a Journalist, Cinematographer, Editor and Writer for narrative, commercial and documentary projects nationwide.  These experiences have led him down many interesting roads leading to wide gamut of destinations - ranging from PBS and MTV to the Katrina-battered streets of New Orleans.
Stramowski joined FIRE in 2010 as the Sweidy Stata Video Fellow.  At present, he lives in Brooklyn, NY.  In his spare time, he aggressively continues to write, direct and above all else...Never take himself as seriously as he does his work.

Chris Lee is an Academic Advisor at Washington State University. He graduated from WSU in 2005 with a degree in humanities and a focus on human development and psychology. He has authored two plays, Passion of the Musical and Mangina Monologues. Chris turned to FIRE in 2005 after the WSU administration purchased 40 tickets for students to attend and heckle the performers in his play Passion of the Musical, a satire of Mel Gibson’s film The Passion of the Christ. The disruptions were so severe that they actually stopped the play’s performance but campus security refused to remove them. Chris is currently working on two books entitled How to Eat Your Feelings: a User’s Guide to Getting Through Daily Life and How to be a Winner in Vegas Without Winning a Dime. He hosts a number of events to raise money for the AIDS Foundation and the American Cancer Society.

Braum Katz, a native of Wilmington, Delaware, graduated from The College of William & Mary in the spring of 2010 with a degree in history. In the summer of 2007, Braum worked as an intern in FIRE’s Philadelphia office. Upon returning to college, Braum worked to establish a student government position devoted to protecting and defending student speech. As the first holder of this position, Braum worked with the student government and college administrators to craft speech-friendly revisions to the college’s handbook. His work culminated with the implementation of massive revisions to the college’s handbook in the fall of 2009, which led FIRE to deem William & Mary a “green-light” college. 
Michele Kerr worked as an independent technology consultant but returned to school to get a management information systems degree from University of California, Berkeley in 2002. While she worked towards the degree, she also ended up in an entirely new career when she took up teaching and tutoring to pay the bills. After graduating in 2004, she worked as a private tutor and instructor for several years until she decided to go back to school one more time to obtain her teaching credentials. Her decision nearly ended in ignominy, as Stanford's teaching program tried—twice—to deny her a teaching credential. However, thanks in no small part to FIRE, she received her degree and is now seeking a teaching contract. She taught math and humanities last year at Oceana High School. In her spare time, she writes about education issues; The Washington Post recently published an op-ed she authored.
